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entirely changed. There was but one Spanish claimant to the
crowns of Aragon and of Sicily, There was no Pope at Rome.
For two years and three months after the death of Nicholas IV.1
the Christian world was without a head. The quarrels and
intrigues of the cardinals at length permitted the election of
the humble devotee, Peter of Murrone, as Celestine V. But in
August, 1294, that truly honest, pious and honourable man,
unable to rule over Church and State in such evil and turbulent
days, resigned his office, after a pontificate of but four months'
duration, into the hands of the cardinal electors. His successor
was more promptly chosen, and he was a man of a very different
stamp. For he was that Cardinal Cayetani who, under the title
of Boniface VIIL, ruled the Roman world with the vigour,
though not with the success, of Hildebrand and of Innocent.
His first act was sufficiently characteristic of the man: it was
to cast Celestine, his gentle predecessor, into prison, lest under
any possible combination of circumstances he should prove an
awkward rival. Celestine died after a confinement of only ten
months; and twenty years later, the prisoner of Pope Boniface
VIIL was made a saint by Pope Clement V.

The next care of Boniface was to settle the affairs of Sicily;
and a treaty or arrangement was signed at Anarqui, in 1295, by
which the King of Aragon abandoned all his rights over Sicily
to the Pope, broke off his marriage with Isabella of Castile, and
was betrothed to Blanche, daughter of Charles of Naples and
Anjou. On these conditions Aragon was granted by the Pope
to King James; all excommunications and interdicts were with-
drawn, and by two secret articles, the King of Aragon was
invested with the sovereignty of the islands of Corsica and
Sardinia; while the Catalans were to furnish the French King
with forty ships of war for service against the common ally,
Edward of England, The arrangement was confirmed by the
Cortes of Barcelona, with many murmurs; and the marriage of
King James with Blanche of Anjou was celebrated at Villa
Beltran on 1st November, 1295. But the day after the arrival
of the French princess, strange visitors were seen on the coast
of Aragon. The Sicilian ambassadors, imperfectly informed as
to the provisions of the Papal treaty, arrived to ask the assist-
ance of the king against their common enemies. When they
were admitted to audience, and were at length informed of
the royal renunciation, " they took it," says the old chronicler,
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